
Hazard Services Reference Materials 

Watches 
Starting Practice Mode ​Instructions 
New Watch (​Video​ 3 min) 
New Segmented Watch (​Video​ 3 min)  
Remove Counties from a watch(​Video​ 2 min) 
Adding Counties to a watch (​Video​ 2 min) 
Separate watch into multiple segments (​Video​ 3 min) 
Combining 2 watch segments (​Video​ 2 min) 
River Flood Warnings (​Video​ 6 min) 
 
 
 
New Flood Watch 

● Click on the MAPS icon on the Hazard Services toolbar console to select the "Forecast 
Zones" map 

● The map boundaries will turn green and the mouse pointer will become a “+”. Left-click 
specific zones that you want to include in the watch, or left-click and drag over the zones 
to paint the selected zones in the map.  

● When done, right-click to trigger the painted area to be converted to a polygon. The HID 
will open with only the “Hydrology” category selected. 

● Set the "Type" to be FF.A, and then click Preview. 
● The Product Editor will open. Enter the necessary details of the Basis Bullet and Impacts 

Bullet for each zone, and then click "Issue All". 
 
New Segmented Flood Watch 

● Click on the MAPS icon on the Hazard Services toolbar console to select the "Forecast 
Zones" map 

● Left-click specific zones that you want to include in the first segment of the flood watch, 
or left-click and drag over the zones to paint the selected zones in the map.  

● When done, right-click to trigger the painted area to be converted to a polygon. The HID 
will open with only the “Hydrology” category selected. 

● Set the "Type" to be FF.A. This is now your first segment.  
● Now go back to the maps and forecast zones, and select the counties for your second 

segment. Right-click when done. Set the Type to FF.A  
● You should have two tabs open in your HID, one for each segment. If not, go to the 

status console and click on the first segment to get it to show in the HID.  
● Make the beginning and/or end times different for each segment. Enter the necessary 

details of the Basis Bullet and Impacts Bullet for each zone. 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1pX_fsVFnhj648XPGEk8BU0RDMa5jtHpz
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xHTOR-YroLFosbCMzwls4KpG7nZPf7NC/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DhWkAar34w9FTLGqToL9qqxzOj058awk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KsQeItr9NTlvunt1_DviSlNiZW543p9v/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DyJNcY_z2Vs062iscWLK8itF3-yya2ZY/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lorDqoTLn_mPMyGGRp15jhuGh6Ax3ZQU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1b4eFSCj-18cRXcxkp4FYsVFaiM3ZXsxr
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uZxmx4jnXR-_tbv5Rnq3-9YO1wh4jZUa/view?usp=sharing


● Preview and modify the text including a Test message.  
● Issue All 

 

Remove Counties from a Flood Watch 

● From the status console select the FF.A that you issued above. Now right-click specific 
zones that you want to remove. Once finished, go into the HID and select the  Update 
Hazard Hatch Area. The counties you removed should no longer appear in the map 
segment. You can’t make any more adjustments with the  selected, so deselect it if you 
still want to make adjustments. 

● Select Preview. A pop up window will come up requesting the reason for the 
cancellation. Hit ok and then you will see two segments, a CAN for the cancelled watch 
counties, and a CON for the continued counties. 

●  ​Edit and Issue All 

Separate an existing Flood Watch into Multiple Segments 

● Let’s say you want to extend the time for the easternmost counties in your watch. You’ll 
need to separate out these counties and adjust the end times. 

●  ​First step is to select the flood watch from the console. Right click off the counties that 
you wish to make adjustments too. Once you’ve removed those counties select the 
Update Hazard Hatch Area in the HID 

●  ​Now you’ll need to create your new segment. Left click the counties that you removed in 
the previous step. Right click once they are all highlighted. In the HID assign the Type as 
a flood watch. This has the effect of producing a separate segment (note the different 
segment numbers). For this second segment, adjust the end time by adding 3 hours. 

● Preview the product. You’ll see that the first segment has a VTEC of CON, or continue. 
The second segment is EXT for an extension in time. Review, add Test wording, and 
send.  

 

Adding Counties to an existing Flood Watch Segment 

● Select the segment in the console or spatial display 
● If counties aren’t already highlighted in green as selectable, then go to maps and select 

forecast zones. 

● Select the pointer in the toolbar  
● Now right click to get the hatching over the counties you wish to add to the segment 
● Select the  Update Hazard Hatch Area in the HID 
● When you preview the product you should see an EXA in the VTEC for the added 

counties 



● When you run a follow up statement you’ll see that these counties are now combined in 
the watch statement 

Combining 2 Segments by changing the Segment number  

● Each segment of a watch will produce it’s own segment in the actual text of the FA.A. 
Say you want to combine like segments to reduce the length of your product as the 
event unfolds. 

● If you don’t already have a 2 segmented watch please created one now. 
● To combine the two, change the segment number of the 1​st​ segment to match the 

number of the 2​nd ​or vice versa so they have matching numbers. 
● Preview the product and note the combined segment in the text product 
● Issue All 
● Note in the console that you still have the 2 entries for the flood watch. This is just for 

database purposes 

●  

 

GFE Flood Watch Grid 

When you create a flood watch in hazard services it will produce a grid in GFE automatically. 
This is to be used in your zones, HWO, etc. However you will not issue your flood watch 
statements in GFE!  ***Note: If someone is using GFE hazard grids you may be blocked. You’ll 
need to coordinate your edits with anyone making edits in GFE hazards. 

● Open GFE in a separate AWIPS window 
● Go to the hazards grid 



● Now in your hazard services frame make adjustments to your flood watch and see if the 
changes appear in GFE or if you get a message telling you the grid is blocked by 
someone else.  

 

  



Hazard Services Reference Materials 

River Floods 
Starting Practice Mode ​Instructions 
River Flood Warnings (​Video​ 6 min) 
 

* It is best that you change your CAVE window from D2D to Hydro Perspective ​before​ opening 
hazard services. Or you could open an additional CAVE session. 

 

Open Hazard Services. Change the Settings to just show river floods to filter out all other 
headline products. To do this click on the SETUP icon and select Load Settings and select 
Hydrology_River 

    

To open the river flood recommender (RFR), click on the TOOLS button in the console and 
choose “River Flood Recommender”. 

  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1pX_fsVFnhj648XPGEk8BU0RDMa5jtHpz
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uZxmx4jnXR-_tbv5Rnq3-9YO1wh4jZUa/view?usp=sharing


Run the River Flood Recommender (RFR). The River Flood Recommender runs using the latest observed 

and forecast stage values in the hydro database. When you Run the RFR it will look for any gage 

observations or forecasts that at, above, or are within 5% of flood stage. If any gauges meet any of the 

above criteria, the events will populate the console with the POTENTIAL status.  

 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 

You may want to sort the console by Status (by left-clicking on the Status column header) in 
order to identify the recommended hazards. Additionally, the spatial display will update with 
polygons around the gages. If the polygons don't appear, adjust your time window (using the 
selected time in the timeline) to overlap with the potential products. Note that you could also just 
run the recommender for a particular river, which would reduce the number of hazards in the 
Console. Click on the Group Name column header to sort by river. Select multiple or single 
gage sites to edit in the HID. It is recommended that you issue your FLW’s around the same 
time and typically each river/basin at the same time. 



Select multiple events for one River in the Console by left-click them and using CTRL+left-click 
to select multiple rows. The selected events show up separately in the HID. Most of the 
elements are automatically added based on RFC forecasts and defined settings for the forecast 
point. You can make any necessary edits.  

 



One area that you may routinely make edits too are the impact statements. In Hazard Services you have 

the option of selecting impact statements for rising or falling rivers (where those impacts are available). 

 
 



Once finalized you can Preview the text product. Add your call to action. Then send.  

 

 
 

To remove unwanted events created by the recommender, right-click in the console and select 
“Remove All Potential Events”. This is a handy way to clean up the Console and rerun the 
recommender. 



 

 

 

Running RFR for 1 Location 

The user can run the RFR for one location at a time. Double left-click on the river gauge. When 
the gauge is selected, a red rectangle will surround the gauge. Choose a yellow or red-colored 
gauge to ensure you have something the meets advisory or watch/warning criteria. 

Hold down the right mouse button and select “Create Hazard” from the menu, and when the 
Flood Recommender comes up, click Run. The Flood Recommender is a smaller version of the 
one run from the TOOLS icon. 

 



 

 

Note: Notice the check box “Include points below advisory”. You can use this feature to create 
an event not recommended by the RFR. 

  

Follow up statements 

You can produce a follow up statement either by clicking on the individual product in the console 
and editing in the HID, which will automatically default to an FLS. Or you can run the RFR and 
follow the recommendations. 

  

Ending a River Flood Event 

There are three methods to end a river flood product: 

·​         ​Console: Right-click the hazard row and select "End This". 



·​         ​Spatial Display: Left-click on the polygon to select it. It will become hatched and the HID will 
appear. Right-click and hold to select Manage hazards -> End This. 

·​         ​River Flood Recommender: Run the RFR. Once the event is listed in the console as 
ENDING, select it and review the HID (requires hydro database to recommend ending). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


